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Disagreement about Justice and Liberal Legitimacy: Is there a Place for Political Toleration? 
 

Abstract: Is it possible to locate a conceptual and normative space for an idea of political toleration compatible 

with the neutrality of the state? Many liberal theorists consider this task impossible. Contrary to this view, I 

suggest looking at disagreements about justice as the key to overcome this seeming impossibility. I argue that 

we have political toleration when someone refrains from a legitimate interference with what one disapproves 

of. At the same time, in liberal societies, we can appropriately refer to political toleration only when there is a 

conflict between political values that challenges the legitimacy of such an interference. Against this 

background, my aim is twofold: to counteract the reduction of the concept of toleration to other political ideas 

and to give an account of the normative usefulness of this concept within a neutralist liberal political theory. 
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